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Washington State uses four rating systems across a variety of laws, rules, and the AMA Guides. For 
specific instructions and discussion of these systems, please refer to the Washington State Medical 
Examiners Handbook (MEH). 
 
The MEH is found at: https://www.lni.wa.gov/forms-publications/F252-001-000.pdf 
 
Overview of the Four Rating Systems for Washington State 

 
 
As you progress through the eMedicoLegal training by Christopher Brigham, MD keep in mind that 
there are some differences for the Washington system: 
Chapter 1: 

1. Spinal Ratings are performed using the RCW Category Rating system, not the AMA Guides. 
2. Washington uses upper or lower extremity levels of impairment, not whole person impairment. 

Chapter 16 and Chapter 17: 
1. If the amputation is through a joint, refer to RCW rating system. 
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Specific instructions for use of rating systems and reference pages for the Medical Examiner 
Handbook: 
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