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What the law requires 
Washington’s electrical-inspection law (RCW 19.28) was first adopted in 1935. The Department of 
Labor & Industries (L&I) is charged with administering the law and state regulations (WAC 296-46B).  
 
L&I’s Electrical Program performs three primary tasks:  
• Issues licenses to electrical contractors who secure a $4,000 bond (or assignment of savings account). 
• Issues licenses to electricians who complete their training and pass an L&I exam. 
• Conducts worksite inspections that look for:  

1. Safety of installations ~ whether electrical installations made by electrical contractors and 
property owners meet state electrical safety standards (based on the National Electrical Code).  

2. License and permit compliance ~ whether the electrical contractors and electricians have 
current licenses and whether permits and inspections have been obtained.  

 
Exceptions 
• 26 cities and towns in Washington have created their own electrical permit and inspection programs. 

In those jurisdictions, L&I does not inspect the electrical work, but does conduct inspections to verify 
that contractors and workers are licensed and that permits have been obtained.  

• Electric utilities and telecommunications service providers are exempt while working on wiring and 
equipment they own, and property owners are exempt from electrical contracting and certification 
laws while working on their own property. 

 

How violations are handled 
L&I has several remedies, depending on the nature of the violation: 
• If electrical installations aren’t up to code, L&I issues a “correction notice” requiring the work to be 

repaired or changed to remove the danger to life or property. If the deficiency isn’t corrected, L&I 
may order the utility to disconnect power from the location. 

• If a contractor or electrician isn’t properly licensed, L&I may issue a citation*. 
• If the contractor or property owner didn’t obtain a permit, L&I issues a citation*.  
 

* Citations usually are issued as warnings for first offenses. Repeat offenses carry monetary fines. 
 

Overview of activities 
There are about 5,000 licensed electrical contractors and 50,000 electrical certificate holders in 
Washington. The following summarizes L&I’s inspection and enforcement results in FY 2014. 
 

 
 
 

Electrical Inspection Activity (FY 2014) 
Number of L&I electrical inspectors 119 
Electrical permits sold 125,832 
Permit sales  $16,441,316 
Electrical plan reviews $269,634 
Electrical inspection stops 203,983 
Average inspection stops per day 10.5 
Number of correction notices 75,345 
Number of serious correction notices 
(If not corrected, could be disconnected from utility due to safety risk) 58,272 

Total miles driven 2,012,489 
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License/Certification Compliance Activity 
License, certification and exam fees collected $2,242,653 
Total number of citations/warnings issued 5,652 

Number of written warnings issued 3,801 
Number of citations issued 2,571 

Percentage of citations/warnings focused on underground economy1 45% 
Civil penalties collected2 $1,248,571 
1 Focused on underground economy as identified by stakeholders: unlicensed contractors, 
uncertified electricians and those with no permit/inspection. 
2 Civil penalties are not due until a citation is fully adjudicated, and only if upheld in L&I’s 
favor. Some citations are issued for more than one incident. Penalty schedule is in WAC 
296-46B-915. 

 
Tools for consumers 
Anyone can Verify a Contractor, Tradesperson or Business through a link conveniently located on 
L&I’s homepage. Consumers can find out whether the contractor, tradesperson or business is licensed, 
has received safety or contractor or electrical citations, has lawsuits pending against its bond, and more.  

The verification site also provides numerous tips to help consumers hire qualified service providers and 
avoid common problems. 
 
Funding 
L&I’s Electrical Program is funded by fees from electrical permits, plan reviews, penalties and 
licensing/certification of electricians and electrical contractors. The money is deposited into the 
Electrical Account, then appropriated to L&I by the state Legislature.  

In the first half of the 2013-15 biennium, the program collected nearly $20.3 million from these 
activities. The total appropriation for the 2013-15 biennium is about $40 million. 

 
For more information 
Jose Rodriguez, Assistant Director for Field Services & Public Safety 
360-902-6348 or rodr235@lni.wa.gov 
 
Tammy Fellin, Legislative Director 
360-902-6805 and felu235@lni.wa.gov  
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