
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES 
 

Prevailing Wage 

PO Box 44540  Olympia, Washington 98504-4540 

360/902-5335   Fax 360/902-5300 

 

March 4, 2008 

 

Miriam Israel Moses 

Rebound 

2800 First Avenue, Suite 136 

Seattle, WA 98121 

 

Re:       Finishing, grinding, polishing; concrete or terrazzo surfaces and acid staining of concrete 

 

Dear Ms. Moses: 

 

You have asked for a determination relating to several issues: 

 Are Terrazzo Workers limited to only Terrazzo? 

 Is Cement finishing the exclusive domain of the Cement Finisher? 

 Is acid stain of floors “Cement Finishing”? 

 What are the appropriate work classifications be used for grinding, polishing, finishing of 

concrete surfaces?  

 Is there any ratio standard in effect for Terrazzo Worker Helpers to Terrazzo Workers (for 

instance is there a one to one (1:1) ratio requirement)? 

 

The answers below are based on the information you provided.  References to the Revised Code 

of Washington (RCW) and the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) are included.  Again, 

this answer is based on your fact set.  If the facts differ from those you provided, or additional 

facts are introduced, the answers may be different. 

 

First, are Terrazzo Workers limited to only Terrazzo? The Terrazzo Workers “create durable and 

decorative surfaces on floors, walls, and ceilings.” The scope of work (WAC 296-127-01379) 

details some specific tasks that are mostly focused on Terrazzo. From this language we can first 

conclude that Terrazzo is within the scope of work for a Terrazzo Worker and, second; that 

possibly some other closely related “durable and decorative surfaces on floors” might potentially 

be included in that scope of work. Specific facts would be necessary to accurately answer the 

latter question. 

 

Second, is cement finishing the exclusive domain of Cement Masons? The scope of work (WAC 

296-127-01315) states that “cement masons perform all work where finishing tools are used.” 
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Tools mentioned within the scope include floats, trowels, screeds, straightedge, grinder, chisel, 

hammer, and concrete saw. Obviously, that language cannot be read in a way that would 

preclude a Plasterer from using a screed, a Carpenter from using a hammer, an Ironworker from 

using a grinder, etc., context matters. The finishing of fresh or recently placed concrete is unique 

to the Cement Masons scope of work.  However, work on older concrete surfaces may not be the 

exclusive work of Cement Masons scope of work. As an example, a person who operates a 

power trowel on recently placed concrete would fall under the Cement Masons scope of work. A 

Cement Mason could, along with any other appropriate trade and occupation classification, 

perform work on older concrete. This conclusion is further supported by the Means Illustrated 

Construction Dictionary, Third Edition, which defines “finishing” as “[l]eveling, smoothing, 

compacting, and otherwise treating surfaces of fresh or recently placed concrete or mortar to 

produce the desired appearance and service.” A “finishing machine” is defined as “[a] power 

operated machine used to give the desired surface texture to a concrete slab.” 

 

Third, is acid staining of floors cement finishing? Treating a fresh or recently placed concrete 

floor by acid staining is cement finishing, and must be performed by a Cement Masons, WAC 

296-127-01315. However, the language in the Cement Masons scope that (1) covers penetrating 

sealer and primer for the first twenty-four hours after pouring, when part of the finishing process 

and (2) the “installation of seamless composition floors and the installation and finishing of 

epoxy based coatings or polyester based linings to all surfaces, when the coatings or linings are 

applied by spraying or troweling” could apply to a Cement Mason or, possibly, to another 

appropriate trade and occupation classification, for acid stain of existing (not fresh or recently 

placed concrete) floors.  This is further supported by the definition (above) of “finishing” as 

“[l]eveling, smoothing, compacting, and otherwise treating surfaces of fresh or recently placed 

concrete or mortar to produce the desired appearance and service.” Specific facts from a 

particular situation would be necessary to analyze the existing floor question. 

 

Fourth, grinding, polishing and finishing of concrete surfaces: Again, context matters. Finishing 

of a fresh or recently placed concrete surface is the work of a Cement Mason. Grinding, 

polishing and finishing of older surfaces might have a different answer. Specific facts are 

required to provide a specific answer. Please feel free to provide a detailed description of the 

particular circumstance on which guidance may be needed. 

 

Fifth, there is no ratio defined in the Terrazzo Workers Helper scope of work (WAC 296-127-

01382). Ms. Hanson’s letter that you cite points out that it is a “helper” scope and must be under 

the supervision of a Terrazzo Worker (WAC 296-127-01379). In fact, the specific situation 

addressed by Ms. Hanson’s letter involved the work of three Terrazzo Worker Helpers 

supervised by one Terrazzo Worker. So long as the tasks performed by the Terrazzo Worker 

Helper are within their defined scope of work, one or more of those helpers may be supervised 

by a single Terrazzo Worker. 

 

Washington State prevailing wage information, including the WACs, are available on the 

Department’s web site: http://www.lni.wa.gov/TradesLicensing/PrevWage/default.asp 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/TradesLicensing/PrevWage/default.asp
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I hope this answers your questions.  If you need additional information or have questions, please 

call or email me at 360 902-5330 or somd235@lni.wa.gov. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

David J. Soma 

Industrial Statistician 

Prevailing Wage Program Manager 

 

 

cc:  John Kearns, Business Manager, Cement Masons & Plasterers, Local 528 

      Eric Coffelt, Organizer, Cement Masons & Plasterers, Local 528 

      Roger Betterman, International Vice President, Cement Masons & Plasterers 

      Mark Maher, Apprentice Coordinator, Cement Masons & Plasterers, Local 528 

      Shell Sherman, International Representative, Plasterers & Cement Masons 

      Dennis Becker, Business Manager, Bricklayers & Allied Trades, Local 1 

      Tim Silsbee, Lead Compliance Investigator, Rebound 

      David Ciprut, Compliance Investigator, Rebound 
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