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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:       
The purpose of this proposal is to be at least as effective as the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA).  The department received letters from OSHA indicating that we were not as effective as the federal 
requirements relating to the electrical standard, chapter 296-45 WAC.  For example: 

• A qualified employee must position themselves so that he/she is neither within reach of nor otherwise 
exposed to contact with energized parts.   

• The fall protection requirements relating to lineman’s belts, safety straps and lanyards currently reference 
the employer to another standard, therefore we are incorporating them into chapter 296-45 WAC. 

 
See attachment (a). 
 
 
 
 
Reasons supporting proposal:       
The department is updating the standard to be at least as effective as OSHA.
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Chapter 296-45 WAC, Safety Standards for Electrical Workers 
 
AMENDED SECTIONS: 
 
WAC 296-45-25510, Fall Protection. 

• Add a new subsection (2) relating to specific requirements about lineman’s belts, safety straps, and 
lanyards.  The language being proposed is the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) requirements and our proposed language is identical to OSHA.  This is being done as a 
result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from OSHA. 

 
WAC 296-45-315, Materials handling and storage. 

• Add a new paragraph (d) in subsection (4) relating to pole handling and framing operations.  The 
language being proposed is OSHA requirements and our proposed language is identical to OSHA.  
This is being done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from 
OSHA. 

 
WAC 296-45-325, Working on or near exposed energized parts. 

• Add language in paragraph (3) relating to qualified employees positioning themselves so that 
he/she is neither within reach of nor otherwise exposed to contact with energized parts. This is 
being done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from OSHA. 

 
WAC 296-45-385, Overhead lines. 

• Revise language in paragraph (d) of subsection (2) relating to installing and removing overhead 
lines.  This is being done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from 
OSHA. 

• Add a new paragraph (h) in subsection (2) relating to each pull being snubbed or dead ended.  The 
language being proposed is OSHA requirements and our proposed language is identical to OSHA.  
This is being done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from 
OSHA. 

• Add a new paragraph (d) in subsection (13) relating to towers and structures.  The language being 
proposed is OSHA requirements and our proposed language is identical to OSHA.  This is being 
done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from OSHA. 

• Add a new paragraph (e) in subsection (13) relating to towers and structures.  The language being 
proposed is OSHA requirements and our proposed language is identical to OSHA.  This is being 
done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from OSHA. 

• Add a new subsection (14) relating to conductors, subconductors, and overhead ground conductors 
being bonded to a tower.  The language being proposed is OSHA requirements and our proposed 
language is identical to OSHA.  This is being done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least 
as effective as” letter from OSHA. 

• Renumbered current subsections (14), (15) and (16) to subsections (15), (16) and (17) because of 
the new subsection (14) mentioned above. 
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WAC 296-45-475, Substations. 

• Add a new paragraph (d) in subsection (1) relating to access and working space.  The language 
being proposed is OSHA requirements and our proposed language is identical to OSHA.  This is 
being done as a result of WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from OSHA. 

• Revise language in subsection (3) relating to substation fences.  This is being done as a result of 
WISHA receiving a “not at least as effective as” letter from OSHA. 
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