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Agency:  Department of Labor and Industries 

Title of rule and other identifying information:  
 

Chapter 296-878 WAC, Safety Standards for Window Cleaning 
 

NOTICE 

THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE 
NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT 
STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE.  IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EXPRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN 
WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO   

Name:  Josh Swanson 

Agency:  Department of Labor and Industries 

Address:  Post Office Box 44001, Olympia, Washington  98504-4001 

 
 

AND RECEIVED BY   February 22, 2010 

 

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:  

 
In 2002, the Department rewrote the Window Cleaning rules for clarity. As part of that process, an allowance from ANSI/ 
IWCA 1-14.1-2001, Window Cleaning Safety, Section 5.7.12 was omitted from the final rule language. This language would 
allow employers to use a rope descent system above 300-feet in height if the windows cannot be safely and practicably 
accessed by other work practices.  The purpose of this rulemaking is to add this allowance to WAC 296-878-20010. Safely 
use rope descent systems. 
 
 
Reasons supporting proposal:  
 

This change would provide consistency with the current requirement in WAC 296-878-20005, Select appropriate rope descent 
systems, which refers employers to ANSI/ IWCA 1-14.1-2001, Section 5.7.12. 
 

Statutory authority for adoption:  

RCW 49.17.010, RCW 49.17.040, RCW 49.17.050, RCW 49.17.060 

 

Statute being implemented:  

Chapter 49.17 RCW 

 
 

Is rule necessary because of a: 

 Federal Law? 
 Federal Court Decision? 
 State Court Decision? 
 If yes, CITATION: 
 

 
  Yes 

  Yes 

  Yes 

 
  No 

  No 
  No 
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Name of proponent:  Department of Labor and Industries 

 
 Private 

 Public 

Governmental 

 

Name of agency personnel responsible for:   

 Name Office Location Phone  

Drafting............... Tracy Spencer Tumwater, Washington (360)902-5530 

Implementation....   Michael Silverstein Tumwater, Washington (360)902-4805 

Enforcement..........Michael Silverstein Tumwater, Washington (360)902-4805 

 
Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal 
matters: 
 
N/A 
 

 

 


