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Purpose:    
The department made minor amendments to the crane certifier accreditation and crane certification rules, as well as the 
crane operator qualifications and certification rules, located in chapter 296-155 WAC, Part L. These minor changes were 
housekeeping in nature and are being adopted for clarification reasons.  See Attachment 1. 
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Purpose: 

 

Chapter 296-155 WAC, Safety Standards for Construction Work, Part L, Cranes, 

Derricks, Hoists, Elevators, and Conveyors 

 

WAC 296-155-52900, Scope. 

 Changed the numbers of the paragraphs in this section. 

 Paragraph (1) – Updated the internal reference from paragraph “(2)” to “(3)”. 

 Paragraph (1) – Added the words “cranes being used as” before the words “dedicated pile 

drivers”. 

 Added a new paragraph (2) that reads, “Attachments. This standard applies to equipment 

included in paragraph (1) when used with attachments. Such attachments, whether crane-

attached or suspended include, but are not limited to: hooks, magnets, grapples, clamshell 

buckets, orange peel buckets, concrete buckets, drag lines, personnel platforms, augers or 

drills and pile driving equipment.” 

 Paragraph (3) – Updated the internal reference from “WAC 296-155-53214” to “WAC 

296-155-53300”. 

 

WAC 296-155-52901, Certification and proof load testing – requirement. 

 Added this new section explaining that effective January 1, 2010, all cranes and derricks 

covered in WAC 296-155-52900, must be certified and proof load tested annually by an 

accredited certifier recognized by the department. 

 
WAC 296-155-52902, Definitions. 

 Modified the definition of “operational aid” by removing the words “crane level 

indicator”. 

 Modified the definition of “safety devices” by adding the words “crane level indicator”. 

 
WAC 296-155-53108, Duration and renewal of an accreditation. 

 Paragraph (2) – added an “s” to the word “exam” in the last sentence. 
 

WAC 296-155-53200, General inspection criteria, wire rope inspection and removal 

criteria, and preproof load test requirements for all cranes. 

 Paragraph (5)(d) – Modified language to read, “Remove wire rope from service if 

reduction from nominal diameter is greater than five percent.” 

 Deleted Table 2, Maximum allowable reduction from nominal diameter. 

 
WAC 296-155-53202, Additional inspection criteria and proof load testing – Mobile cranes. 

 Paragraph (4)(a) – Added language to the first sentence, it now reads, “Proof load tests 

must be completed on all hoist lines to maximum line pull as configured. Any hoist line 

not proof load tested is not considered certified.” 
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 Paragraph (4)(c) – Added language to this paragraph, it now reads, “Quadrennial proof 

load testing. No major component (luffing boom, swing-away jibs, fly sections, jibs at 

variable offsets, boom sections, and back masts) may be used unless it has been proof 

load tested within the prior four-year period. For jibs with variable offset angles, tests at 

the maximum offset used and maximum extension of all boom sections. All major 

components are to be proof load tested to a minimum of 100%, not to exceed 110% of 

each component’s charted structural capacity. Hoist line pull or rigging is not to be a 

limiting factor for structural proof load tests.” 

 Paragraph (4)(d)(i) – Fixed a grammatical error. 

 
WAC 296-155-53206, Additional inspection criteria and proof load testing – Tower cranes. 

 Paragraph (2) – Added the words “structural supports” after “crane foundation”. Also, 

changed the word “movement” to “moment” at the end of the sentence. 

 
WAC 296-155-533, Crane operator qualifications and certification. 

 Changed the title of this section to “Qualifications and certification. 

 
WAC 296-155-53300, Operator qualifications and certification. 

 Paragraph (1)(a) – Added the words “for each crane category listed in Table 2 and by 

crane type for mobile cranes” at the end of the paragraph. 

 Note after paragraph (1) – Added a new note, it reads, “If there is no accredited written or 

practical test for operator certification available, the employer must ensure the operator 

has been completely trained, evaluated and tested by the employer on the operating 

procedures for the piece of equipment in use as recommended by the crane equipment 

manufacturer. This process must be documented and made available upon request. 

 Table 1 – Fixed a grammatical error in the small telescopic boom crane category and 

renumber the table to “Table 2”.  

 Note following Table 1 – Updated an internal reference. 
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Citation of existing rules affected by this order: 

 

Chapter 296-155 WAC, Safety Standards for Construction Work, Part L, Cranes, 

Derricks, Hoists, Elevators, and Conveyors 
 

AMENDED SECTIONS: 

 
WAC 296-155-52900 Scope 

WAC 296-155-52902 Definitions 

WAC 296-155-53108 Duration and renewal of an accreditation 

WAC 296-155-53200 General inspection criteria, wire rope inspection and removal criteria, and 

preproof load test requirements for all cranes 

WAC 296-155-53202 Additional inspection criteria and proof load testing – mobile cranes 

WAC 296-155-53206 Additional inspection criteria and proof load testing – tower cranes 

WAC 296-155-533 Crane operator qualifications and certification 

WAC 296-155-53300 Operator qualifications and certification 
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