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Purpose: See Attachment 1

Added language to the Scope section to clarify how the Formaldehyde rule applies to certain labs in relation to
this rule.

Current language: “When your laboratory operation is covered by this Chapter, and you use any of the
substances in Table 2, the following applies:” followed by a bulleted list.

New language: “When your laboratory operation is covered by this Chapter, and you use any of the substances
in Table 2, the following applies with the exception of Formaldehyde use in histology, pathology, and anatomy
laboratories. In histology, pathology, and anatomy laboratories you must follow the requirements in Chapter
296-856, Formaldehyde. This chapter applies to all other formaldehyde laboratory uses as defined in Table 1.”
The same bulleted list then follows.

The revision made clearer the relationship between the requirements of DOSH’s Hazardous Chemicals in
Laboratories Standard and the requirements of the Formaldehyde Standard, thereby eliminating confusion and
clarifying employer obligations. Eliminating confusion and clarifying employer obligations should increase
employee safety while reducing compliance costs.

Citation of existing rules affected by this order: See Attachment 2.
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CR 103 RULE-MAKING ORDER (RCW 34.05.360) Attachment 1
Department of Labor and Industries (Purpose Statement)
Division of Occupational Safety and Health

CR-103 Filing Date: July 20, 2010

Purpose:
Chapter 296-828 WAC, Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories
WAC 296-828-100 Scope.

Added language to the Scope section to clarify how the Formaldehyde rule applies to certain labs in
relation to this rule.

Current language: “When your laboratory operation is covered by this Chapter, and you use any of the
substances in Table 2, the following applies:” followed by a bulleted list.

New language: “When your laboratory operation is covered by this Chapter, and you use any of the
substances in Table 2, the following applies with the exception of Formaldehyde use in histology,
pathology, and anatomy laboratories. In histology, pathology, and anatomy laboratories you must
follow the requirements in Chapter 296-856, Formaldehyde. This chapter applies to all other
formaldehyde laboratory uses as defined in Table 1.” The same bulleted list then follows.

Reasons supporting proposal:

The revision made clearer the relationship between the requirements of DOSH’s Hazardous Chemicals in
Laboratories Standard and the requirements of the Formaldehyde Standard, thereby eliminating confusion
and clarifying employer obligations. Eliminating confusion and clarifying employer obligations should
increase employee safety while reducing compliance costs.
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CR 103 RULE-MAKING ORDER (RCW 34.05.360) Attachment 2
Department of Labor and Industries (Citation of Rules)
Division of Occupational Safety and Health

CR-103 Filing Date: July 20, 2010

Citation of existing rules affected by this order:
Chapter 296-828 WAC, Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories
AMENDED SECTIONS:

WAC 296-828-100 Scope
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