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NOTICE 

THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE 
NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT 
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:  

On May 17, 2010, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) published in the Federal Register a final rule adding a non-
mandatory note to the steel erection standard. The note provides information regarding existing Federal Highway Administration regulations 
that may apply to employers engaged in activities covered by the standards. The Division of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH) 
believes that knowledge of these requirements will enhance the safety of employees operating on or near structural steel elements used in 
highway construction. Although this proposal does not impose any additional or more stringent requirements, it provides information that will 
enhance employee safety. References are also being corrected. 
 
 
See Attachment 1 
 
 
 
Reasons supporting proposal: 

The department is required by statute to remain at least as effective as OSHA. Adopting these proposed changes will keep the department 
in compliance with the law. 
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RCW 49.17 
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CR 105 RULE-MAKING ORDER (RCW 34.05.320)                  Attachment (1) 
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Attachment (1) – Page 1 

 

Chapter 296-155 WAC, Part P, Steel Erection 

 

WAC 296-155-704 Hoisting and rigging. 

 Subsection (1): Change the reference from “WAC 296-155-525 and 296-155-526” to “applicable 

parts of Part L”. 

 Subsection (3)(d): Change the reference from “WAC 296-155-525 through 296-155-528” to 

“applicable parts of Part L”. 

 

WAC 296-155-706 Structural steel assembly. 

 Subsection (1): Add a note that reads, “Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) regulations 

incorporate by reference a number of standards, policies, and standard specifications published by 

the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and other 

organizations. (See CFR 625.4). Many of these incorporated provisions may be relevant to 

maintaining structural stability during the erection process. For instance, as of May 17, 2010, in 

many cases FHWA requires a Registered Engineer to prepare and seal working drawings for 

falsework used in highway bridge construction. (See AASHTO Specifications for Highway 

Bridges, Div. II, Sec. 3.2.1, 15
th

 edition, 1992, which FHWA incorporates by reference in 23 CFR 

625.4). FHWA also encourages compliance with AASHTO Specifications that the FHWA 

regulations do not currently incorporate by reference.  

(See http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/lrfd/index.htm.)” 

 Subsection (2)(b): Remove the word “reserved”. 

 Subsection (2)(c): Delete this subdivision. 
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