
AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-01-038, filed 12/7/99, effective 
2/1/00)

WAC 296-78-550  First-aid station.  Employers with fifty or more 
employees per shift at one location must establish a first-aid station 
in accordance with the requirements in chapter ((296-24 WAC, Part 
A-1)) 296-800 WAC.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 81-18-029, filed 8/27/81)

WAC 296-78-71503  Lock out—Tag out.  (((1) To avoid accidental 
activation of machinery, electrical devices or other equipment which 
could create a hazardous condition while performing maintenance, re
pair, cleanup or construction work, the main disconnect(s) (line cir
cuit breakers) shall first be locked out and tagged in accordance with 
the following provisions:

(2) Effective date. Effective July 1, 1982, only padlocks or oth
er equivalent protective devices shall be used for locking out the 
main disconnect(s) (line circuit breakers) of machinery, electrical 
devices or other equipment that is shut down while maintenance, re
pair, cleanup, construction work or other type of work is done to the 
equipment. Tags shall be used to supplement the padlocks or other 
equivalent protective devices, and shall be used only for information
al purposes.

(3) Padlocks, tags or equivalent protective devices to be sup
plied. The employer shall supply and the employee(s) shall use as many 
padlocks or other equivalent protective devices as are necessary to 
effectively lock out all affected equipment.

(4) Lock out plan. An effective lock out plan shall be formulated 
in writing and all concerned employees so informed. The plan shall 
contain specific procedures for locking out equipment, information to 
be contained on supplemental tags and specific procedures for unlock
ing equipment after repairs, cleanup, etc., have been completed.

(5) Informational tags. Tags used for providing supplemental in
formation with lock out padlocks or other equivalent protective devi
ces shall contain the name of the person authorizing placement, reason 
for placing, date, signature of person placing tag and such other rel
ative information as deemed necessary by the person placing the tag.

(6) Lock out by pushbutton only. Locking out a machine or item of 
equipment by use of a pushbutton or other local control device only 
will not be acceptable as meeting the intent of these rules.

(7) Coordination of locking out devices. When repair, adjustment, 
cleanup, maintenance or construction work is necessary and the lock 
out procedures must be followed by any person not familiar with all 
power sources or material entry sources to any area involved, that 
person shall consult with the operator, supervisor, or some person 
that is capable of informing him of proper lock out procedures and 
supplemental tagging information.

(8) Lock out before removing guards. Equipment shall be stopped 
and locked out before employees remove guards or reach into any poten
tially hazardous area. The only exception to this rule will be when 
equipment must be in motion in order to make proper adjustments.

(9) Removal of lock outs. Each person actively engaged in the re
pair, maintenance, cleanup, etc., shall lock out the affected equip
ment and place the informational tag. Upon completion of the work and 
reinstallation of the guards, that person shall personally remove his 
lock and tag, except when it is positively determined that an employee 
has left the premises without removing his lock and tag, other persons 
may remove the locks and tags in accordance with a procedure formula
ted by each firm and approved by the division of industrial safety and 
health.
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(10) Valves to be locked and tagged out. Each valve used to con
trol the flow of hazardous materials into, or used to activate the 
equipment being worked on, shall be locked and tagged out.

(11) Piping systems deactivated. Prior to working on piping sys
tems containing pressurized or hazardous materials, the valve(s) con
trolling the flow to the affected area shall be locked and tagged out. 
The piping in the area to be worked on shall be drained and purged, if 
needed. If the piping contains hazardous materials, the piping shall 
be isolated from the work area by the insertion of blank flanges in 
the piping system.

(12) Pipe lines without valves. If pipelines or ducts are con
structed without valves or closures that can be locked out, the lines 
or ducts shall be broken at a flange and a blank flange inserted to 
stop accidental flow of any hazardous material.

(13) Testing after lock out. After locking out and tagging equip
ment, a test shall be conducted to ascertain that the equipment has 
been made inoperative or the flow of hazardous material has been posi
tively stopped. Precautions shall be taken to ascertain that persons 
will not be subjected to hazard while conducting the test if power 
source or flow of material is not shut off.

(14) Temporary or alternate power to be avoided. Whenever possi
ble, temporary or alternate sources of power to the equipment being 
worked on shall be avoided. If the use of such power is necessary, all 
affected employees shall be informed and the source of temporary or 
alternate power shall be identified.)) While performing service and 
maintenance on machines or equipment, including piping systems where 
employees could be injured by the unexpected energization or startup 
of the machine or equipment, or the release of stored energy, the re
quirements of chapter 296-803 WAC, Lockout/tagout (control of hazard
ous energy) must be followed.
Note: Energy sources include mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, thermal, or other energy, including gravity.
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