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INCIDENT FACTS Siding Contractor Falls 23 Feet from Apartment Balcony
REPORT #: SUMMARY
71-168-2018 A 61-year-old siding contractor died when he fell 23 feet from
REPORT DATE: an apartment building balcony. On the day of the incident, he

was working as a subcontractor at an apartment complex under
construction. He and two other employees were installing trim
and soffits on the exterior of the building. He was working

March 12, 2018

INCIDENT DATE:

March 21, 2017 alone on a third floor balcony of the building preparing to
install a soffit. He climbed a 4-foot stepladder to measure a part
VICTIM: of the soffit that extended out beyond the balcony and its
61 years old temporary wooden guardrails. In order to position himself, he
took one foot off the stepladder and placed it on the top
INDUSTRY: guardrail. The guardrail came loose and he fell off the balcony,
Siding Contractors landing on a concrete sidewalk below. EMS responders took
him to a hospital where he died. Incident scene on a third floor
OCCUPATION: balcony of apartment building

Investigators determined that the temporary guardrails on the under construction.
balcony, and many others throughout the five building
development, were improperly installed by a framing contractor. The original guardrails on the

Contractor/Sider

Zf)g?tf'r'ment complex under incident balcony had been removed by a siding contractor and his employees so that they could

construction install moisture barriers on the building exterior. When they replaced the guardrails, they also did
so improperly. The project general contractor did not ensure that the guardrails were installed

EVENT TYPE: and maintained in a safe manner.

Fall

REQUIREMENTS

e General contractors have a responsibility to ensure the safety of their worksite, not only for
their employees, but also for subcontractors and their employees. See WRD 27.00

e Employers must develop a written fall protection work plan including each area of the work
place where the employees are assigned and where fall hazards of 10 feet or more exist.
See WAC 296-155-24611(2)

e Employers must ensure that appropriate fall protection is provided, installed, and implemented
when employees are exposed to fall hazards of 4 feet or more to the ground or lower level
when on a walking/working surface. See WAC 296-155-24609

¢ Conduct walk-around safety inspections of job sites. See WAC 296-155-110(9)

RECOMMENDATIONS
FACE investigators concluded that, to help prevent similar occurrences:

Apartment building where . . . .
siding contractor fell from ¢ General contractors should convey firm expectations for using fall protection to employees and

the third story balcony. subcontractors before the job starts. During the job they should visit sites to monitor for

compliance and take corrective action.
For a slideshow version,
click here. « All contractors should ensure that appropriate fall protection is used by workers.

« Consider using safer alternatives to ladders for working at height, such as a mobile baker

( scaffold with guardrails or a portable lift platform.
Safety & Health Assessment &
Research for Prevention
RESOURCES

Fall Protection, Washington State Dept. of Labor and Industries.

it o State Degisiiint of www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/fallprotect

Labor & Industries

This narrative is an alert about the tragic loss of life of a worker and is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent final determinations regarding the nature of the
incident or the cause of the fatality. Developed by WA State Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (FACE) Program and the Division of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH),
WA State Dept. of Labor & Industries. The FACE Program is supported in part by a grant from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH grant#
2U600H008487). For more information visit www.Ini.wa.gov/Safety/Research/FACE.
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