
Neuropsychological & Psychological 
Testing and Evaluation Quick Reference Card

Effective July 1, 2026

This handout is based on Washington State Dept. of Labor & Industries’ Medical Aid Rules and Fee Schedules. For complete billing rules and payment policies, see Chapter 17 at 
Lni.wa.gov/FeeSchedules. Additional prior authorization is required for neuropsychological testing & evaluation. Psychological testing & evaluation is authorized as part of 
regular mental health treatment.

Neuropsychological Testing & Evaluations
Procedure Description Limits Procedure Codes

Neurobehavioral Status Examination (if necessary) Up to four-hour maximum
96116 (first hour)
96121 (each additional one hour)

Neuropsychological Evaluation Up to an eight-hour maximum
96132 (first hour)
96133 (each additional one hour)

Test Administration and Scoring: Provider
Up to an eight-hour maximum (eight hours includes total time 
for both a provider and technician)

96136 (first 30 minutes)
96137 (each additional 30 minutes)

Test Administration and Scoring: Technician
Up to an eight-hour maximum (eight hours includes total time 
for both a provider and technician)

96138 (first 30 minutes)
96139 (each additional 30 minutes)

Test Administration and Scoring: Electronic Platform (Automated)
One unit per claim per day
Not payable with other testing codes

96147

Psychological Testing & Evaluations
Procedure Description Limits Procedure Codes
Psychiatric Diagnostic Evaluation (if necessary) One occurrence every six months 90791

Psychological Evaluation
Up to an eight-hour maximum (eight hours includes total time 
for both a provider and technician)

96130 (first hour)
96131 (each additional one hour)

Test Administration and Scoring: Provider
Up to an eight-hour maximum (eight hours includes total time 
for both a provider and technician)

96136 (first 30 minutes)
96137 (each additional 30 minutes)

Test Administration and Scoring: Technician Up to an eight-hour maximum
96138 (first 30 minutes)
96139 (each additional 30 minutes)

Test Administration and Scoring: Electronic Platform (Automated)
One unit per claim per day
Not payable with other testing codes

96147

NOTES:

	� For Test Administration & Scoring, choose one of the following: Provider, Technician, Electronic Platform (Automated). Calculate all time under lowest level.

	� Refer to the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®) book for complete code descriptions and requirements.

http://Lni.wa.gov/FeeSchedules


Lni.wa.gov/MentalHealth
L&I Resources for Psychiatrists, Psychologists and Psychiatric ARNPs

Instructions for getting prior authorization — required in 
addition to general mental health authorization

	� See payment policy for medical necessity criteria for each type 
of testing.

	� Limit of one episode of each type of testing per worker, per claim.

For workers covered by L&I (State fund)

	� Complete the form Preauthorization Request for Services for State 
Fund Workers’ Compensation Patients (F242-397-000) available at 
Lni.wa.gov/go/F242-397-000. Note: For the initial mental health 
evaluation, if the diagnosis has not yet been established, you can leave 
the form’s Diagnosis Description and Causal Relationship fields blank.

	� Or, contact the claim manager:
	- By phone: To get the claims manager’s phone number, call the 
Claim Information line at 1-800-831-5227.

	- By secure email: If you are the attending physician, IME, or 
concurrent care provider, log into the Claim & Account Center 
(CAC) at Lni.wa.gov/Secure.

For workers employed by self-insured companies

Contact the employer. For a list of self-insured employers or how to bill, 
visit: Lni.wa.gov/SelfInsuredBilling.

Coverage and treatment information
	� Requires two or more tests performed.

	� Qualified technicians (such as psychometrists) may be used to 
administer tests under the supervision of an authorized provider. 
Providers are responsible for interpretation of the results, preparation 
of the reports, and must bill for the test administration and scoring by 
the technician, if used.

	� Only one type of test administration and scoring may be billed per 
episode; by provider, by technician, or via electronic platform. When 
a combination is used, count all test administration and scoring time 
under the lowest level of administration; provider is the highest.

	� Note: L&I doesn’t cover neuropsychological testing and evaluation 
services provided by anyone other than a psychologist who has 
the appropriate training to administer and evaluate such tests. 
Psychological testing and evaluation is only covered for psychiatrists 
(MD/DO) and psychologists. For more information, visit our payment 
policies at: Lni.wa.gov/FeeSchedules.

Billing and payment policies
	� Bill as a single episode of care. All services must be on the same 
bill, including all related services performed such as any precursor 
evaluation, the neuropsychological or psychological evaluation, and 
test administration and scoring services.

	� All services must be billed with the same date of service (the last 
date any work was completed on the episode of care). Time and units 
are cumulative over the entire episode of care, but are calculated 
separately by code.

	� For examples and more detailed information, see the Medical Aid 
Rule and Fee Schedules (MARFS) — Chapter 17: Mental Health and 
Behavioral Health Interventions (BHI) at Lni.wa.gov/FeeSchedules.

Upon request, language support and formats for persons with disabilities are available. 
Call 1-800-547-8367. TDD users, call 711. L&I is an equal opportunity employer.
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