


























































































1 have also attached the full contract per your request "B". 

The response to your request "C,, "specifically describe the types of duties, tools and 
materials that will be used by your crew when you classify them under A1eta/ Fabrication (in 
Shop}" follows: 

We are a highly-automated Metal Fabrication shop. Machine operation involves placing the 
material on the machine and executing a program that has been created for it. These 
machines and operations are exactly as described in the Metal Fabricators' scope. For 
reference, I have maintained the text of the classification in question and inse1ted the 
specific machine brands or other comments in italics and boldfaced. 

Metal Fabricators. WAC 296-127-01352 

Metal fabricatot·s. 

for the purpose of the Washington state public works law, chapter 39.12 RCW, metal fabricators 
fabricate and assemble structural or ornamental metal products, such as frame work or shells for 
machinery, tanks, stacks, and metal parts tor buildings and bridges. 

*ornamental metal products and metal parts for buildings are our scope. 
The work includes. but is not limi ted to: 
• Develop layout and plan sequences or operation. 

*This desk work involves data enfly. 
• Design and construct templates and fixtures. 
• Locate and mark bending and culling lines onto workpiece. 

* Tftis is done via machine through the above data entiJ'· 
• Operate a variety of machines and equipment to fabricate metal products, such as brakes, saws 
rolls, shears, tlame cutters, drill presses, bending machines, welding machines, and punch and 
fomting presses. 

We use: 
*Finn Power brand press brakes 
*Davi brand rolls 
*Accushear brand shear 
*Sa/vagnini brand bending machine 
*Finn Power brand punclt 
*Finn Power and RAS brand forming presses 
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• Set up and operate machine tools associated with fabricating shops, such as radial drill presses, 
end mills and edge planers, to turn, drill and mill metal to specitic dimensions. 

*This drilling and milling occurs on Multicmn brand CNC routers. The 
operator places the material on the machine and e.;'(ecutes the program. 

• Weld, forge \veld , braze, solder, rivet or bolt components together to assemble workpiece. 

fVe spot and Tig weld, solder and rivet in order to assemble workpieces. 

Our fabrication processes and machine operations are exactly as specifically described in 
Metal Fabricator's scope. 

This work is not described whatsoever in the Sheet Metal Worker's scope. Please note that 
neither the words fabrication nor in shop, nor any simile actually exists in WAC 296-
127-01372. All oftbe listed duties in WAC 296-127-01372 are 1-NAC or limited to field
related duties. For instance, points 1-3 and 5-6 in this WAC provision are exclusively 
HV AC related. Point 4 is limited to 3 field items. All the functions including points 4 and 7 
listed are site functions and do not identifY fabrication. Nowhere in that WAC is there any 
mention of the factory operation of press brakes, punches or the operation of any fabrication 
equipment of any kind. 

-WAC 296-127-01372 

Sheet Metal Worker·s. 

For the purpose of the Washington state public works law, chapter 39.12 RCW, 
sheet metal workers perform the following work: 
(I) The handling, conditioning, assembling, installing, servicing, repairing, altering 
and dismantling of the duct work for the heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
systems regardless of the materials used and the setting and the servicing of all 
equipment and all supports and reinforcements in connection therewith. 
(2) The installation of expansion and discharge valves, air titters, and water fitters 
in heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems. 
(3) The testing and balancing of air-handling equipment and duct work. 
( 4) The handling, conditioning, assembling, installing, repairing and dismantling 
(except when a building is demolished) of cornices, gutters and down spouts. 
(5) The installation of metal siding and metal roof decking, regardless of the 
fastening method, or what it is fastened to. · 
(6) The installation of furnaces and any and all sheet metal work in connection 
with or incidental to commercial kitchen equipment or refrigerating plan~~ 
(7) The handling, moving, hoisting and storing of all sheet metal materials ctnt?t2) 
job site and all the cleanup required in connection with sheet metal work. 4 v~ 
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For comparison, please review WAC 296-127-01352, the definition of Metal Fabricators, (in 
shop). In the defining paragraph, it lists both "ornamental metal products" and "metal parts 
for buildings". All of this metal is, by definition, both "ornamental" and "metal parts for 
buildings". I .can provide you with further evidence of that point if necessary, but it is clear. 

There is no limitation in WAC 296- 127-01352, Metal Fabricators, ofthe gages of metal it 
covers. The machine fabrication and processes listed clearly apply to light gage metal 
fabrication, in shop. For instance, the operation of a "brake" is listed. The Wikipedia 
dictionary definition of a brake follows: 

"A press brake is a machine tool for bending sheet and plate 
material, most commonly sheet metal. It forms predetermined bends 
by clamping the workpiece between a matching punch and die." 

By definition, a press brake is used to form sheet metal. Further examples follow. 

For example, soldering is listed as.one of the operations covered in WAC 296-127-01 352, 
Metal Fabricators. Soldering is an operation used exclusively for lighter gage metals. You 
cannot solder heavy metal. The inclusion of soldering along with welding indicates that the 
Jaw was intended to be inclusive of lighter gage fabricat ion. Brazing is also listed, another 
light gage connection method. 

Sim il arly, the listed operations of riveting and punching are methods of fabricating light 
gage metal, not fabricating heavy iron, especially when we are talking about in shop 
fabrication. Punches are machines exclusively used for light gage metal. 

In summary, Vl AC 2~6-127-0 1352, Metal Fabricators, (in shop), clearly describes shop 
fabrication of"metal for buildings" and "ornamental metal products" using the specific types 
of machines used for the thicknesses of material in question. This is the only WAC that 
specifically i denti fi es this work. 
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Every source available, including the Bureau of Labor Statistics, indicates that the metal 
fabricator (in shop) rate is the accurate prevai ling rate for shop operation of this equipment. 
I have attached a variety of affidavits from competing fabricators using the same category 
for the same work to further demonstrate that this is the case. In fact, the Sheet Metal 
Workers' Union provides material handling contractors for the operation of a press brake 
and shear for architectural products at a 55% pay reduction, which further supports my 
position. If you would like a copy of this contract, J would be happy to provide one. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Should you have any further questions, I 
would be happy to discuss it or respond in further detail. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Elbert 
President 
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10/4/2017 Occupational Employment Statistics 

A to Z Index (/bls/topicsaz.htm) 1 FAQs (/bls/faqs.htm) I About BLS (/bls/infohome.h\!!!Ll 
Contact Us (/blstcontact.htm) Subscribe to E-mail Updates 1i1iJ 

Follow Us (http://twitter.com/BLS_gov) __) (http://twitter.corn/BLS gov) I What's New (/newsroom/) I Release Calendar (/schedule/news_release/} 1 
- Blog (https://blogs.bls.gov/blog/) 

I I I Search BLS.gov 
Home (/home.htm) Subjects (/bls/proghome.htm) Data Tools (/data/) Publications (/opubl) 

Economic Releases (/bls/newsrels.htm) I Students (/k12/) I Beta (https://beta.bls.gov) I 
Occupational Employment Statistics Query System I OES ~ i FONT SIZE: 8 (±) 

f SHARE ON: I} tJ;J mt I 

Occupational Employment Statistics (For more information or help 
Uhelp/def/oes.htm)) 

Multiple occupations for one geographical area 
Back to Inputs 0 

Area: Washington 
Period: May 2016 

Occupation (SOC code) Hourly mean wage_Q 

Sheet Metal Workers(472211) 

Assemblers and Fabricators, All Other(512099) 

Computer-Controlled Machine Tool Operators, Metal and Plastlc(514011) 

Cutting, Punching, and Press Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic(514031) 

Drilling and Boring Machine Tool Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic(514032) 

Milling and Planing Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic(514035) 

Welders, Cutters, Solderers, and Brazers(S14121) 

Metal Workers and Plastic Workers, All Other(S14199) 

Extruding, Forming, Pressing, and Compacting Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders(S19041) 

Footnotes: 
soc code: Standard Occupational Classification code-- see http://www.bls.govtsoc{home.htm 

Data extracted on October 04, 2017 

TOOLS 
Areas at a Glance (/eagl) 
Industries at a Glance (/lag/) 
Economic Releases (/bls/newsrels.htm) 
Databases & Tables (/dala/) 
Maps (/map/MapTooiServlet?survey=la) 

INFO 
What's New (/newsroom/) 
Careers @ BLS (/jobs/) 
Find Ill DOL (http://W\\IW.dol.gov/dol/lindit.htm) 

CALCULATORS 
lnOation (/datalinOation_calculator.htm) 
Injury And Illness (/lire/) 

Join our Mailing Lists (hltps://subscriptions.bls.gov/accounts/USDOLBLS/subscrlber/new) 
Linking & Copyright Info (/bls/linksite.htm) 

RESOURCES 

HELP 
Help & Tutorials (lhelpf) 
FAQs (/bls/faqs.htm) 
Glossary (/bls/glossary.htm) 
About BLS (/bls/infohome.htm) 
Contact Us (/bls/contact.hlm) 

30.07 

15.33 

29.22 

20.05 

17.30 

25.46 

23.16 

20.31 

18.01 
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