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administrator's duties. 

fee therefor, are exclusive, and no political subdivision of the state of Washington may require or issue any licenses or 
bonds or charge any fee for the same or a similar purpose. No person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other entity holding 
more than one specialty contractor license under this chapter may be required to pay an annual fee for more than one such 
license or to post more than one four thousand dollar bond, equivalent cash deposit, or other negotiable security. 

(5) To obtain a general or specialty electrical contractor license, the applicant must designate an individual who currently 
possesses a valid master journey level electrician's certificate of competency, master specialty electrician's certificate of 
competency in the specialty for which application has been made, or administrator's certificate as a general electrical 
contractor administrator or as a specialty electrical contractor administrator in the specialty for which application has been 
made. 

(6) Administrator certificate specialties include, but are not limited to: Residential, pump and irrigation or domestic pump, limited 
energy system, signs, nonresidential maintenance, restricted nonresidential maintenance, appliance repair, and 
combination specialty. To obtain an administrator's certificate, an individual must pass an examination as set forth in RCW 
19.28.051 unless the applicant was a licensed electrical contractor at any time during 1974. Applicants who were electrical 
contractors licensed by the state of Washington at any time during 1974 are entitled to receive a general electrical 
contractor administrator's certificate without examination if the applicants apply prior to January 1, 1984. The board of 
electrical examiners shall certify to the department the names of all persons who are entitled to either a general or specialty 
electrical contractor administrator's certificate. 

(7) **Changed by 2020 SB 6170 – Plumber licensing bill** For a contractor doing domestic water pumping system work as 
defined by RCW 18.106.010(14)(c), the department shall consider the requirements of subsections (1)(a) through (h), (2), 
and (3) of this section to have been met to be a pump and irrigation or domestic pump licensed electrical contractor if: 

(a)  The contractor has met the plumbing licensing requirements of chapter 18.106 RCW. The department shall 
establish a single licensing document for those who qualify for both a plumbing contractor license as defined in 
chapter 18.106 RCW and a pump and irrigation or domestic pump electrical contractor license as defined by this 
chapter; or 

(b) Until January 1, 2021, the contractor has met the contractor registration requirements of chapter 18.27 RCW. The 
department shall establish a single registration/licensing document for those who qualify for both a general 
contractor registration as defined in chapter 18.27 RCW and a pump and irrigation or domestic pump electrical 
contractor license as defined by this chapter. 

 
19.28.051 Examinations — Fees. **Changed by 2020 SB 6170 – Plumber licensing bill** 

It shall be the purpose and function of the board to establish, in addition to a general electrical contractors' license, such 
classifications of specialty electrical contractors' licenses as it deems appropriate with regard to individual sections pertaining to 
state adopted codes in this chapter. In addition, it shall be the purpose and function of the board to establish and administer 
written examinations for general electrical administrators' certificates and the various specialty electrical administrators' 
certificates. Examinations shall be designed to reasonably ensure that general and specialty electrical administrators' certificate 
holders are competent to engage in and supervise the work covered by this statute and their respective licenses. The 
examinations shall include questions from the following categories to ensure proper safety and protection for the general public: 
(1) Safety, (2) state electrical code, and (3) electrical theory. The department with the consent of the board shall be permitted to 
enter into a contract with a professional testing agency to develop, administer, and score these examinations, or accept 
certifications or other appropriate demonstrations established by independent entities that otherwise fulfill the examination 
requirements of this section. (Deleted sentence) The fee for the examination may be set by the department in its contract with 
the professional testing agency. The department may direct that the applicant pay the fee to the professional testing agency. 
The fee shall cover but not exceed the costs of preparing and administering the examination. It shall be the further purpose and 
function of this board to advise the director as to the need of additional electrical inspectors and compliance officers to be utilized 
by the director on either a full-time or part-time employment basis and to carry out the duties enumerated in RCW 19.28.161 
through 19.28.271 as well as generally advise the department on all matters relative to RCW 19.28.161 through 19.28.271. 
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(1) Each applicant for an electrical contractor's license, other than an individual, shall designate a supervisory employee or 
member of the firm to take the required master electrician's or administrator's examination. Effective July 1, 1987, a 
supervisory employee designated as the electrical contractor's master electrician or administrator shall be a full-time 
supervisory employee. This person shall be designated as master electrician or administrator under the license. No person 
may concurrently qualify as master electrician or administrator for more than one contractor. If the relationship of the master 
electrician or administrator with the electrical contractor is terminated, the contractor's license is void within ninety days 
unless another master electrician or administrator is qualified by the board. However, if the master electrician or 


