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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Labor & Industries (L&I) / AO 25-21  

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☐     31 days after filing. 

☒     Other (specify) July 1, 2026  (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and 

should be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: Labor & Industries (L&I) is adopting rules to implement three bills that were passed by Washington State 
Legislature during the 2025 legislative session. 

• Substitute House Bill 1121 (SHB 1121), Chapter 79, Laws of 2025, requires L&I to allow minors enrolled in career 
and technical education programs to work the same number of hours during the school year as during school 
vacations, so long as the work is performed for an employer approved by the educational program;  

 

• Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1644 (ESHB 1644), Chapter 173, Laws of 2025, requires safety-and-health and 
child labor consultations for employers seeking certain child labor exceptions. The bill also increases consequences 
for failures to keep minor workers safe in agricultural and non-agricultural industries; and 
 

• House Bill 1722 (HB 1722), Chapter 98, Laws of 2025, requires L&I to allow minors with certain licenses to work 
around bloodborne pathogens.  

 
To implement the requirements of the bills, L&I is adopting amendments to Chapter 296-125 WAC (Non-agricultural 
employment of minors) and creating a new Chapter 296-122 WAC (agricultural employment of minors). Chapter 296-122 
WAC incorporates the existing agricultural child labor requirements found in Chapter 296-131 WAC. The adopted rules 
include the changes to hours of work and prohibited duty standards required by SHB 1121 and HB 1722, respectively. The 
adopted changes also incorporate and clarify the consultation requirement and penalty structure of ESHB 1644.  
 
L&I is also adopting rules to clarify and improve readability for existing requirements in Chapter 296-125 WAC, including 
reorganizing, combining, renumbering, and moving existing standards, as well as repealing any duplicates. The adopted rules 
also include housekeeping and technical updates to ensure Chapters 296-125 and 296-122 WAC describe L&I’s existing 
child labor procedures. The adopted rules also improve the alignment of state and federal non-agricultural prohibited duty 
standards, and between child labor protections and procedures in agricultural and non-agricultural industries.  
 
L&I is also removing outdated requirements in Chapters 296-125 and 296-131 WAC and WAC 296-128-400. 
 
SHB 1121 and ESHB 1644 go into effect July 1, 2026. HB 1722 went into effect July 27, 2025.  

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:    WAC 296-122-005, 296-122-010, 296-122-020, 296-122-030, 296-122-040, 296-122-050, 296-122-060, 296-
122-070, 296-122-080, 296-122-090, 296-122-100, 296-122-110, 296-122-120, 296-122-130, 296-122-140, 296-122-150, 
296-122-160, 296-122-170, 296-122-180, 296-122-190, 296-125-031, 296-125-041, 296-125-051, 296-125-061, 296-125-
071, 296-125-081, 296-125-091, 296-125-101, 296-125-111, 296-125-121, 296-125-131, 296-125-141, 296-125-151, 296-
125-161, 296-125-171, 296-125-181, 296-125-191, 296-125-201, and 296-125-211. 
 
Repealed: WAC 296-125-0200, 296-125-0210, 296-125-0211, 296-125-0220, 296-125-0221, 296-125-0222, 296-125-
0223, 296-125-0224, 296-125-0230, 296-125-0231, 296-125-024, 296-125-0260, 296-125-0261, 296-125-0262, 296-125-
0263, 296-125-0264, 296-125-0265, 296-125-0266, 296-125-0267, 296-125-0268, 296-125-027, 296-125-0275, 296-125-
0280, 296-125-0285, 296-125-0287, 296-125-030, 296-125-033, 296-125-043, 296-125-0600, 296-125-0610, 296-125-
0611, 296-125-0620, 296-125-0640, 296-125-0650, 296-125-0651, 296-125-0660, 296-125-0670, 296-125-0700, 296-
125-0710, 296-125-0720, 296-125-0721, 296-125-0722, 296-125-0723, 296-125-0730, 296-125-0740, 296-125-0741, 
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296-125-0750, 296-125-0760, 296-125-0770, 296-125-0771, 296-125-0772, 296-128-400, 296-131-100, 296-131-105, 
296-131-110, 296-131-115, 296-131-117, 296-131-120, 296-131-125, 296-131-130, 296-131-135, and 296-131-140.   
Amended: WAC 296-125-015 and 296-125-018.  
Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 49.12.121 and 49.30.060  

Other authority:       

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 26-06-085 on March 3, 2026 (date). 

Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: The Department of Labor and Industries (L&I) 
made several minor changes from the proposed non-agricultural rules (Chapter 296-125 WAC) to reduce confusion. L&I 
removed references to variances for minors under the age of 16 for house-to-house sales in WAC 296-125-018(2) and 296-
125-091(1). Minors under the age of 16 are federally prohibited from youth peddling, which would prevent those minors from 
working in house-to-house sales. WAC 296-125-151(6) states that L&I may not approve a variance for activity that is federally 
prohibited, so L&I removed references to a variance that it would likely not approve.  

 
If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name: Reed Simock 

Address: Department of Labor & Industries 
Division of Labor Standards/Employment Standards  
PO Box 44510  
Olympia, WA 98504-4510  
Phone: 360-480-3237  

Fax: 360-902-5300  

TTY:       

Email: ESRules@Lni.wa.gov  

Web site:       

Other:       

Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New 12  Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New   39  Amended 2  Repealed 60   

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New   15  Amended      Repealed 46   

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       
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Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

Date Adopted: May 19, 2026 

 

Name: Joel Sacks 
 

Title: Director  

Signature: 

 

 


