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Tree Trimmer Dies when Tree Removal Rigging Fails

INCIDENT FACTS
REPORT #1-234-2023s

REPORT DATEebruary 27, 2023
INCIDENT DATRlovember 19, 2020
VICTIMS:28 years old
INDUSTRYLandscaping services
OCCUPATIONIree trimmer
SCENHPrivate residence

EVENT TYPBStruck against
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A 28yearold tree trimmer died after he fell down an
embankment, hitting his head against a rock

He worked for a commercial and residential tree service and

landscaping company on an-aseded basis for five years. He
received on the job training from his employer.

A, Washington State Department of
REPORT #1-234-2023s Q) Labor & Industries




J wsmerow  EATALITY NARRATIVE i3

Fatality Assessment & Control Evaluation

On the day of the incident, he was part of a fgquarson crew
removing a 124oot fir tree from a residential property. The
employer was not on site to supervise

The crew planned to uselaweringdevice (porta-wrap) to
lower tree sections and limbs

However, they did not have a rope long enough, so they tied twc
ropes together. The knot tying the ropes together would not fit

In the porta-wrap so they did not use it. Instead, they wrapped
the rope twice around the tree for friction tower the tree
sections.
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A climber then worked from the tree rigging and cutting sections
while the tree trimmer and another worker held the rope for
lowering the sections to the ground

The climber cut off a 33pound section from the tree. It fell
about one foot before the rope holding it became taut. The
weight of the section caused shock loading on the rope, which
lifted the tree trimmer and the other worker off the ground.

A Washington State Department of
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The workers struggled to control the section as its momentum
pulled them toward an embankment

The tree trimmer lost his grip on the rope, stumbled, and fell
backwards down the embankment, hitting his head on a rock.

Hedied at the scene.

A, Washington State Department of
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Following the incident, investigators found:

A Due to the rigging design and weight of the section they were
lowering, the ground workers were unable to control it during
descent.

A The employer did not develop a formal, written accident
prevention program (APP) tailored to the needs of the
particular workplace or operation and to the types of hazards
Involved.

A There was no qualified person to supervise at the, site

A Washington State Department of
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Photo 1 The 127#oot fir tree the crew was rigging
and lowering in sections to the ground by rope.
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Photo 2 A postincident recreation shows where the ground workers were positioned
when they started lowering the tree section with a rope. The figure on the left is where
the fatally injured worker was standing.
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Photo 4 Closeup of rock on which the
worker hit his head.

Photo 3. BEmbankment down which the tree trimmer
stumbled and fell backwards. The rock on which he hit
his head is circled.
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Photo5. Incident scene with 33poundsection at bottom of Photo6. The330-pound, 6foot
embankment down which the worker fell. long, 16-inchdiameter section.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=296-800-11010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-800-14005



https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/osha3071.pdf






https://www.tcia.org/tcia/News/Business/ANSI_Z133_2017_Revision_Overview.aspx



https://lni.wa.gov/safety-health/safety-research/ongoing-projects/work-related-fatalities-face

